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Women Pioneering the Future

Cluole of the Month: "We women of the United Slates of Amarica, believing thal Ihe besl good of
hurnanity will be advanced by efforts toward greater unity of sympalhy and purpose, and Hatl =
voluntary association of individuals so united will pest serve ne hignest gooe of the Tamily, s

community, the slals, so hereby freely nand curselvas together into & faderation ol all races,
creeds and tradilions, to further the application of the Galden Rule to socialy, custom and law "

-From founding document of the National Council of Waoman of the United
States, 1888, The Council was formed by Susan B. Antheny with the
encouragement of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and was composed of national
organizations and atfifiated associations all pledged to working for
issUes concaming wamen, amond them, the right to vote,
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Highlights for This Month in U.S. Women's History

March B - A day internationally recognized as International Women's Day - it's ongins tracing
back to protests US and Europe to honor and fight for the political rights for working women,

March 31, 1776 - Abigail Adams writes to husband John who is helping to frame the Declaration
of Independence: "Remember the ladies. "

March 20, 1852 - Harriet Beecher Stowe's novel, "Uncle Tom's Cabin", is published and
becomes America's first book to sell over 1 millicn copies.

March 30, 1888 - The Mational Council of Women of the US is arganized by Susan B. Anthony,
Clara Barton, Lucy Stoneg, Julia Ward Howe, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

March 12, 19140 - Camp Fire Girls is founded, the first American interracial, non-sectarian
organization.

March 4, 1917 - Jeanneta Rankin of Montana is swaorn in as the first female member of
Cangress,

March 23, 1917 - Virginia Wooll eslablishes the Hogarth Press with her husband, Lecnard
Yool

March 8, 1934 - Elsanor Roosevell becomes Lha firsl Firsl lady Lo travel by air to a foreign
oy,

March 2, 1973 - Warmean begin pilol traming Tor the LS Nawy,
March 1, 1978 - Women's History Week is first chserved in Sonoma, CA,

March 21, 1886 - Debi Thomas becomes first African American woman to win gold mecal in a
world skating competition.

March 1, 1987 - Congressional resolution naming Women's History Month is passed.
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March Birthdays:

March 23, 1857 (1915} - Fannie Farmer - authered famous cookbook, "The Boston Cooking:
School Cookbook™ including accurate and specific ingredicnt measurements for the first trme that
would become standardized coaking measurements.

WMarch 31, 1889 {1873) - Murici Wright - Choctaw Indian; fought for Recompensation for First
Americans.

March 24, 1912 - Dorolhy Heiahl - Seeved over 40 years as President, Nalional Couneil of Negro
Wamen; 2002 NWHP Women's Hislory Month honoreaa.

March 23, 1924 (1980} - Bette Mesmith Graham - invenled Liguid Paper in her kilchen; sold her
company to Gillette Carp. for 3475 million; created 2 Toundalions 1o help wormer ind new ways
to rnake a living.

March 27, 1924 (1590) - Sarah Vaughan - World renown jaee singer and pianisl known as the

Ry

Dhivine One.”

March 9, 1928 (1987) - Graciala Olivarez - Chicana activist; first woman and Lating law graduste
from Molre Darme Law School; first woman chair of Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educalion Fund (MALDEF).

March 26, 1930 - Sandra Day Q'Connor - Firsl wornan to jain Suprema Courl as justica (1981},

March 5, 1831 - Geraldyn {Jeme) Cobb - Record-setling aviator; first woman to pass gualifying
gxams for astronzol raining, 19549 but rejected as military did not allow female jet pilols at the
e

March 16, 1933 - Ruth Bader Ginsburg - Supreme Court Justice,

March 25, 1935 - Glorfa Steinem - Women's rights activist and journalist; founding editor of Ms,
Magazine, helped found Mational Women's Political Caucus, the Women's Action Alliance, and
the Coalition of Labor Union Women.

March 7, 1933 - Janet Guthrie - Pioneering woman auto racer; first woman to compete in
Indianapolis 500 (1977} and Daytona 500 {(1877); only woman to place in top 10 finish at Indy S00
(1978},

WMarch 3, 1862 - Jackie Joyner-Kersee - Considered the world's greatest female athlete; most
decorated woman in U5, Olympic track and field history with sixth Games medals aoverall.

March 18, 1964 - Bonnie Elair - Speed skater; the most successiul Winter Olympian in US history
and & time gold medalist.
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Women’s History Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
-The Proclamation

As our Founding Fathers worked to develop the frameworls of our Mation, Abigail Adams wrote to her
husband: "l lang to hear that you have declared an independency — and by the way in the new Cods of
Laws which | suppeose it will be necessary for yau to make | desire you would Remembsar the Ladies, and
be more generous and favarable to them than yaur ancestors " An ear'y advacate of womean's rghts, a
farm and financial menager, and the mother of an American President, John Cuiney Adams, Abigail
Adams is one of many American waomen who halped establish the strength and vitality of our Naton.
Dwring Women's Histery Month, we recegnize the gensralions of Amearican womsn whose important
contributions centinue to shape aur Natian and enrich our socisty,

Through vision, hard work, and detaermination, counlless American woamen have broadened opporiunities
far themseles and for others at home, in the communily, and in the workplace, In 1809, Mary Kies
became the first woman to receive a LLS, palent. By developing g meathod of weaving straw wilh silk, she
helpad advance Amearican indusiry and sel an inspiring exampla for other American wormen. Hey
pionaering efforls helpad defing our counlry's entregrenaurizl spirt and paved the way for fulura
generalions of wormen Lo taka pride in thair alents and creativity,

Sinee Mary Kies" groundbresking achievement, many American women have become successiul
anlreprensws and business prafessionals. In 18035, Madam C.J. Walker started her own businass by
craaling @nd selling hair care products for African-American women. After a decade, her company wes
Highly succrassiul and employed more than 3,000 people, and at the time, was the largest African-
American owned business in tha United States. Today, Madam Walker is rernemberad for her business
accormplishments, efforts to creaie new opportunities for women and for her contributions to har
COrImUriy.

Diriven by the legacy of these extraordinary figures, American women from all backgrounds continue to
preak barriers and fulfill their personal and professional potential, At the dawn of the 21st century, women
nave more choices than ever betore, Between 19592 and 2002, the number of temale college graduates in
the United States has increased from 15.9 million {0 23.6 million. Women account tor 47 percent of all
employed persons and are entering the American workiorce in record numbers. In the last 10 years, their
ranks hava increased by 8.7 miflion. Furthermore, women-owned small businesses are growing twice =5
fast zs all other LL5. firms, employing 7 million Americans and contriouting to the vitality of ocur sconamy.
To build on these successes, my Administration will continue our work to promote policies that advance
the aspirations, hopee, and dreams of every American,

This month, as we celebrate remarkable women in our Mation's past, | encourage all citizens to recegnize
the courntless American women whose afforts continue to enhance the economic, social, and cultural life
of our great Mation,

MOV, THEREFORE, |, GECRGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by viriue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2003
as Waomen's History Month. | call upon all the peaple of the United States to observe this month with
appropriate ceremonics and activities and to remember throughout the year the many contributions of
American wormen,

INWITMNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth day of February, in the year of
our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the twe hundred
and twenty-seventh.
GEORGE W, BUSH

I'he White House
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